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THE BOARD OF VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTE‘RS: AND RESERVE OFFICERS -
RESOL_UTION |

WHEREAS, it has been the intent of the Board of the Volunteer I*irefighters and Reserve

* Officers (hereinafter the “Board”) since the deelsion clarifying the term firefighter ini -
RCW 41.24.010(3) by the Washington Supreme Court in Schrom v. Board, 153Wn.2d, 19
(2004), which stated in part that “a person asserting’ pensmn eligibility must at a minimum; fight
fires in-otder to be a-“fire: ﬁghter - fand} must-at & minimum, possess some duties that include
fighting fires,” to adopt regulations ‘pufsuant to the Washington Administrative Code (hereinafter
WAC) clarifying standards for participation in the Volunteer Fireﬁghters and Reserve Ofﬁeers
Relief and Pension Act (heremafter Aet) and. _

WHEREAS, the Board: beheVee w1th the adoption of proposed WAC 491 03, entitled
“Membershlp and Participation Requirements,” the Board has advanced criteria that provides
clear written guidance to fire, police, and emergency medical service district employces
regarding who is allowed to participate in the Act and which also-meet the legal test held in the
Schrom case to facilitate the legal determmanon of aparticipant’s eligibility for membership in
the Act;-and -

WHER_EAS, under the Washin'gton State Administrative Procedures Act, two- publie hearings are
now scheduled: one in Wenatchee on November 14, 2008, and one in Buckley on November 21,
2008, for additional public input on the adoption of the deﬁmtlon and par ucipatlon gu1del1nes n
proposed WAC 491-03; and

WHEREAS, the Board received two letters on October 16, 2008, one from the Washington State
Fire Fighter's Association (WSFFA), and one from the Washington Fire Chiefs (WFC),
expressing their serious concerns about how the proposed WAC regulation clarifying the _

~ definition “firefighter” will affect pension eligibility for non-combat fire volunteers and their -
strong desire to seek & broader definition for firefighter to include such noncombat fire volunteer
personnel in part101pation and eligibility under the Act as set forth in attached as Exhibit A and
Lxh1b1t B; and .

WHEREAS, the Board wants to continue to proceed with the adoption of the _propo-sed _
regulations but has determined that in the best interests of all volunteers and their respective
departments that RCW 41.24 be studied to include additional volunteer personmel;



ITIS HbREBY RESOLVED BY THE BOARD FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTBRS AND
RESERVE OFFICERS THAT :

Upon adoption of the proposed WAC Chapter 491-03, the Board will begin working with the
WSFFA ,WFC and other fire and law.enforcement orgamzatmns to study the implications of _
allowing’ al] volunteet fire department members coverage in the Pension Fuind. This study would
involve determining the anticipated new participants in the Pension Fund if all volunteer B
- members are allowed to participate, minimum coverage qualification requirements, and what
changes, if any; to the Pension Fund and member contributions would have to be made to altow
it to remain solvent. The joint study should be completed by December 2010, It will be the
mtent of the Board to take action based upon the recommandatmn of the study.

Dated ﬂ’llS 4th day of November, 2008,

- Ronald Ayres ﬁoard Chair
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Martin &f)ani, Board Member



